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March 2019 

 

Greetings, and thank you!  
 
Alicia and I are so grateful for the incredibly warm welcome we’ve 
received this past month as we’ve moved from Grand Rapids and 
started settling in at CCRC! We knew that God had brought us to an 
excellent church family when folks braved the snow and ice of 
Michigan winter to help us load and unload the U-Haul. And when 
the pipes in our new house were frozen when we arrived on that 
cold January night, we were connected to a local plumber right 
away. And as we navigated the chaos of unpacking, starting new 
roles, and adopting a puppy (just 6 days after moving…perhaps not 
the best timing on our part!) the meals provided those first couple 
of weeks were invaluable. For these acts of kindness, support, and 
love, and the thousand other ways that we have been welcomed to 
CCRC, thank you! 
 
Alicia is set up in her home office to continue working remotely for 
Crossroads Prison Ministries, and I am settling into my office at 
church. The books are alphabetized and organized, my “little” desk 
is arranged, and Pastor Jim even parted with two of the comfy 
chairs from his office to help fill my office! The door is open and I 
would love for you to stop by to chat sometime!  
 
Conversations are the backbone of the early work that I have 
started: getting to know the people of our church family, the 
ministry leaders, and through those leaders the ministries 
themselves. God is at work in so many ways at CCRC!  
 

Mark Janowski 

Daylight Savings time! 
Sunday, March 10th 
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Book of the Month 

 

"Irresistible"  

Author - Andy Stanley. 

 

A book for anyone who cares deeply 
about the future of the church. 

Once upon a time there was a version of 
our faith that was practically . . . irresistible. 
But that was then. Today we preach, 
teach, write, and communicate as if 
nothing has changed.  As if “The Bible 
says it,” still settles it. 

It’s time to hit pause on much of what we’re 
doing and consider the faith modeled by 
our first-century brothers and sisters who 
had no official Bible, no status, and 
humanly speaking, little chance of survival. 

What did they know that we don’t? 

What made their faith so compelling, so 
defensible, so irresistible? 

Buckle up . . . you’re about to find out. 
More importantly, Andy will invite you to 
embrace the version of faith that, against 
all odds, initiated a chain of events 
resulting in the most significant and 
extensive cultural transformation the world 
has ever seen. A version we must embrace 
if we are to be salt and light in an 
increasingly savorless and dark world. 

 

Barb Swanson 

 

If you prefer reading on your tablet or phone, this links to the kindle version: 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Irresistible-Reclaiming-Jesus-Unleashed-World-ebook/dp/B072TLQQ5R/
ref=sr_1_1_twi_kin_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1551118482&sr=8-1&keywords=andy+stanley+irresistible  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Irresistible-Reclaiming-Jesus-Unleashed-World-ebook/dp/B072TLQQ5R/ref=sr_1_1_twi_kin_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1551118482&sr=8-1&keywords=andy+stanley+irresistible
https://www.amazon.com/Irresistible-Reclaiming-Jesus-Unleashed-World-ebook/dp/B072TLQQ5R/ref=sr_1_1_twi_kin_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1551118482&sr=8-1&keywords=andy+stanley+irresistible
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GEMS News 
 

Well, here we are already finding ourselves stepping into the month of March, 2019 is moving right along. 
How is 2019 going for you, what Blessings have you been given?  
 

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.   
2 Corinthians 9:8 

................................................................. 
      What’s coming up in MARCH for GEMS 

................................................................. 
 
-Favorite Gal Night: March 20th 
Sounds like we’ll be needing to dust off our boots. Our theme for the night is Western!  
 

-Spring Flower Sale: March 20th-April 17th 
It’s refreshing just thinking about Spring Flowers, isn’t it? We invite you to support our GEMS program by 
purchasing your Spring flowers through us. All flowers are bought through Drenth Growers & will be 
available for pick up beginning April 20th.  Be on the look out for more info!!! 
 

Be Blessed!  
Donja Ver Steeg 

          Flowers on Mackinac Island  
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Joe’s Journey 
 
Greetings from Nepal! This month has gone by very fast. It seems like just yesterday my team was crossing 
the border. We traveled to several different locations. We first took an overnight bus to Kathmandu, where 
we stayed with Deepti's family a few days, before travelling north to Managao, at Silung Mountain. It was 
very cold, but we survived the freezing rain and snow. We even hiked up the mountain the last day we were 
there. I really enjoyed the atmosphere there, with our host, Petrus Daju, and his family. We would all crowd 
around his small woodstove to stay warm. We also went to Chisapani, which was an eight hour hike from 
Silung, then on to Mooday, where we hiked to have fellowship with local believers. From Mooday we went 
to Bahrbise, to Deepti's old boarding school, Ketu English Boarding School, where we worked with the 
children. I really enjoyed that. We also met her former teacher, Das, who is from Chennai. After that, we 
went to Chaku Gao, to the Bless Boarding School, also where Deepti went to school. This is close to the hot 
springs of Tatopani, on the border with Tibet. My team travelled here one day. The places we stayed were 
either with Deepti's relatives or friends of her family that she has known for many years. Finally, we returned 
to Kathmandu. We leave here on Saturday for Dehradun.  

     I really enjoyed being so close to the Himalayan Mountains, and in Mana Gao, the stars were as bright 
as I have ever seen them. I gave the sermon that Saturday when I was there, and I tied in Psalm 8 and 
Psalm 121, talking about God's love and God's help in our lives. It is also very encouraging to me to 
continue to meet with local believers. We usually go to a local house as a team, someone plays the guitar 
and we sing some songs, usually in Nepali, then someone gives a short message, and then we pray 
together. There is usually some tea and biscuits, but sometimes people here put salt or pepper in tea, 
something I am not used to drinking! Rice and dal is the staple here too, but sometimes we eat momos or 
thukpa, which is delicious.  I also acquired a taste for the traditional Tibetan butter tea.  

     The Lord is teaching me so much here. I recently read through Genesis, and I am currently reading 
through John. I found a pamphlet in Bahrbise on lessons from the life of Abraham, which was a very nice 
supplement to my reading. One lesson I learned was how the king-priest Melchizedek gave Abraham a 
meal, which was the strength he needed to withstand being seduced by the evil King of Sodom into 
accepting his riches. There is a definite parallel to John 4, how Jesus is the Living Water, and John 6, how 
Jesus is the Bread of Life, and how we are to feed on his flesh and blood, and thus be sustained every day 
through trials and temptations. But Jesus even says that streams of living water, that is the Holy Spirit, will 
flow out of us! I am in the process of learning how to live this way, not only every hour, but every minute and 
second. Something else that I learned was over the door to Petrus Daju's house is written Jesus Saves 
You. Good to be reminded of this fact, especially since the door is very low, and I hit my head on it several 
times. Yes, I am wearing the helmet of salvation, but my head still hurt.  

     When we teach the children, we play fun games such as the Detective Game or the Curtain Icebreaker 
Game. Sometimes I share a few words about back in America. The children usually enjoy hearing about 
that, as well as seeing pictures. I learned several new songs while here. We play them on the guitar for the 
children. Two of them in Hindi are Yeshu Masih and Yeshu Tera Naam (Subse Oocha Hai), or The Name of 
Jesus Is Above All. Two in English I learned are Jesus Is the Winner Man (Jesus is the winner man, winner 
man, winner man/ Jesus is the winner man, winner man all the time/ Winner man (11x) winner man all the 
time! Verse 2: Satan is the loser man Verse 3: Are you on the winning side?) and I Reach Up High (I reach 
up high/ I touch the ground/ Stomp my feet and turn around/ I got you/ Hey, hey, praise the Lord). We also 
usually participate in the worship service every week by either performing the funny and popular Sin Chair 
skit, with the message that there is power only in the name of Jesus to have victory over sin, and a 
choreographed dance that is supposed to be angels and demons fighting over a person's soul as she 
dreams. The angels win, of course. These are simple ways to get the Gospel message across.  

     My health is holding up well for the most part. I miss everyone back home very much. I decided to stay 
two more weeks and come home April 8. I really appreciate your prayers.  

The Lord bless you and keep you, 

Joe Zandstra 
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John and Angela Wagenveld – Multiplication Network Ministries (MNM) 
 

Friends,  
 

2019 has started off quickly! We enjoyed the holidays together as a family and we are doing well. Angela is 
enjoying teaching at Zeeland Christian School where Serafina is in eighth grade and Adriana (19) will soon 
know if she becomes a fully paid professional ballet dancer as a full member of the company at Grand 
Rapids Ballet. Lito graduates from Calvin in May and Juan Christian is studying and working in Oregon.  
 

The second week of January, I headed to the Dominican Republic to accompany MNM’s Caribbean Director, 
Alfredo Vallellanes, at several trainings and meetings with denominational partners. Because of the positive 
response to the call to church planter training, the venue was changed at the last minute. Instead of meeting 
in the downtown training center, we came to the larger open air gathering space at the campgrounds!  
 

I love the picture of the man in the red shirt that says in Spanish, “I am a Planter.” 
Big groups of teaching situations can help promote the concept of healthy 
multiplication. At the end of the day, we also need to find those men and women 
who will personally commit to planting a healthy multiplying church.  
 

I was able to participate in signing an agreement between MNM and the Church of 
God of Prophecy, which formalizes the covenant between us. Thanks for your part 
in making this possible. You are part of this work that is happening on the front 
lines of church planting.  

 

At the end of January, I met with other 
members of MNM’s Global Leadership Team to review how we did in 
2018 and then discussed various aspects of ministry going into 2019. 
We also spent some time in prayer as there was significant 
agreement that we are feeling spiritual battles on different fronts. 
 

I recently came back from travels to Southeast Asia where MNM 
desires to make deeper connections and explore how to expand our 
ministry into the area. 

 
Thanks for your prayers for our family! 

 

John and Angela Wagenveld 
Multiplication Network Ministries (MNM)  
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Schering Family News 

Dear Friends,   
   
Fresh out of Teacher’s College in the 1980’s, John Kanz got his start in school administration as a 
Deputy Principal at Ambunti High School.  He was familiar with PIM and knew Doug and Leah.  For 
thirty years he stayed a good course, gaining valuable experience as a principal of various high 
schools until he arrived at Vanimo Secondary High School in 2016.    
 
When he started at VSHS three years ago there was no RI (Religious Instruction) taking place.  One 
of his first priorities was to get it going.   He gave volunteer pastors two periods each week to teach 
the Word of God to students from their denominations.  He himself has been teaching “Guidance” to 
the whole student body of 9-12

th
 grades to ensure that everyone has some biblical teaching.   

 

When he followed along as Eric read him some of the points under “Land Disputes” in Ten Hot 
Topics, he broke out in big smiles, “Wow!  Wow!  This is great.”  When he paged through Eleven 
More Hot Topics on his own, he said it again, “Wow!  Wow!  These are great.  These are the issues 
that distract students from their studies.”   
 

His perspective is that if the students get 
good biblical instruction in the areas of 
temptation, they will be able to get on the 
right track and stay there. Mr Kanz ordered 
800 copies of 11 More Hot Topics to begin 
teaching his Guidance class as soon as 
possible and 800 of Ten Hot Topics to 
come in June.  (The reprint should be 
available by then).  He said, “These books 
have to be taught to brace up the minds of 
the students to think right.”  
 

In 2018, Vanimo Secondary came out of 
nowhere to be rated among the 20 best 
schools in PNG out of 300 nation-wide.  Mr Kanz attributes much of that to the Scripture being taught 
to the students.  He is eager to build on that.  He was overwhelmed and very grateful that PIM 
supplied books free of charge because his budget doesn’t allow him to buy them this year.  He is 
allowing students free access to the books this year but plans to collect them at year end for next 
year’s students. 
 

Felix Topni, a friend and government official we know from past visits to Vanimo for government 
courses, was the one who introduced us to Mr Kanz (Felix and Eric pictured with Mr. Kanz).  Felix 
will work with Eric to see that Mr Kanz gets his orders in reasonable time as well as other principals 
and pastors in the Sundaun Province.     
 
Thanks much for your prayers and gifts.  The Lord bless you!    
 

Eric and Penny Schering   
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Czech-ing in with the Wunderinks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi! 

 

Calvin’s parents came and visited us 
this February. We had a great week 
of hanging out, playing games, 
eating food and seeing Prague. It 
was a bit chilly but the weather has 
warmed up some since then. 

 

We have been learning how to do 
things here that used to seem easy 
back in the US. Last week, we began 
to figure out the hardware store in 
Czech. It all looks like a regular 
Home Depot, only we don’t 
understand much of it. It was a fun 
experience figuring out what different kinds of paint were and in the end, we got 
most of what we set out to find. 

 

School has been busy, especially since winter break. Calvin’s really enjoying his 
newly added 9th grade homeroom. Jessica has been recruited to do a lot of 
substituting and been added as an extra chaperone to many of the field trips coming 
up in the next few weeks. 
 

Thank you all for your prayer’s and support!  

Calvin and Jessica 
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Thank you Community Christian 
Reformed Church for supporting us! 
Lloyd and Family.  

Please know us by name: Rev. Lloyd Ng’ambi and 
next is my wife lovely wife: Annah Ng’ambi. Next to 
my wife is Fainess (Tamala): Fainess is 21 years old 
and she completed her high school in 2017 and she 
wants to become a College teacher. Next to Fainess 
is Gift. 
 
Gift is wearing his school uniform yellow shirt and 
tie; he is 13 years old and he doing Grade 7 while 

Bornface, the 
tall boy 
standing next to 
me, is 16 years 
old and he is 
also in his 
school uniform 
and he is doing 
Grade 8. 
  
 
 

And lastly, Ruth (Lutiness), the one 
standing next to Bornface, she is also 21 
years old and she completed her high 
school last year (2018) and she wants to 
become a teacher too.   
 

Praise God!  Both daughters have been 
accepted to Mukuba University.  Fainess 
will major in Mathematics while Ruth will 
major in 
Biology. 
 

We thank you 
and we greatly 
humbled by 
your financial 
and spiritual 
support you 
give us and it is 
our hope and 
prayer that you 
will continue 
remembering us 
as a family. Our 
two daughters (Fainess and Ruth) are 
desperately needing funds to assist them 
with tuitions fees and other college 
requirements so remember us in your 
prayers as we seek God’s wisdom.   
 
Prayer Requests: 
 
    1. 08-10/03/2019: CCAP Youth 
 Rededication Conferences in all 
 CCAP Churches 
 
    2. College Fees for our two 
 daughters (Ruth and Fainess)  
 July 2019 intake. 
 
    3. 13-15/05/2019 Youth Executive 
 Meeting in Chama District. 



 

March Anniversaries 
 
Rob & Bonnie Schurman  March 4 
Robert & Angela denDulk  March 12 
Ken & June Tiemens   March 12 
Jim & Linda Clark   March 17 
Bob & Cookie Maciejewski  March 17 
Gil & Marjie denDulk   March 19 
Ross & Chanda Peterson  March 21 
Durk & Dianne Reinsma  March 23 
Henry & Kay Herr   March 24 
Bob & Barb Swanson   March 29 
  

March Birthdays 

 
Ted Verburg    March 1 
Steve Bos    March 2 
Andrea Tiemens   March 2 
Royce Cullett    March 4 
Lori Hamilton    March 4 
Rhoda Kerkes    March 4 
Sydney Peterson   March 5 
Molly Roodzant   March 5 
Lauren VanSchouwen  March 5 
Elizabeth Hamstra   March 7 
Debbie Eades    March 11 
Bob Maciejewski   March 12 
Cayden Smith    March 12 
Rodney Versteeg   March 12 
Jenny Cullett    March 14 
Dale Nommensen   March 14 
Linda Hamstra    March 15 
Tonya McCallister   March 15 

 
 
 

Abby Bennett    March 16 
Isaac Lindemer   March 16 
Raegan Sawaska   March 16 
JoAnn Tanis    March 17 
Judith Stine    March 18 
Haylee Dykshorn   March 19 
Barry Funderburg   March 19 
Jan Terpstra    March 20 
Marijke Broersma   March 21 
Jean Bultema    March 21 
Margie Walstra   March 21 
Ken Jellema    March 22 
Cathy Prohosky   March 22 
Nic Veld    March 23 
Elise Prairie    March 24 
Zachary VanderWoude  March 24 
Joe Giarraputo   March 25 
Maya Gonzalez   March 25 
Gabrielle Dyniewski   March 26 
Carol Moes    March 26 
Mike Orange    March 28 
Wheeler Swafford   March 28 
Daniel Bultema   March 29 
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Happy Anniversary 



 

10498 N. 450 E,  

Demotte, IN 46310 

Phone: (219) 345-3388 

Fax: (219) 345-3394 

New Church website:   

communitychurchroselawn.com 
 

Newsletter Email: proodz@netnitco.net 

Editor - Patty Roodzant 

Th e  M o n t h l y  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C o m mu n i t y  

C h r i s t i a n  R e f o rme d  C h u r c h  

Lives Transformed by Christ 
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March Calendar 
 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Kids church for ages 3 years to 2nd grade during 9:30 service  

Sunday School Hour begins after worship from 10:45 -11:30 for all ages 
Sunday Evenings, beginning March 10th, Café Conversations, 6:00 PM 

 

 Women’s Bible Studies 
Mondays, Coffee Break Bible Study on Book of Ruth - 9:15 AM 

Tuesdays, Bloom Bible Study at Jo Vanderzee’s - 7:00 PM 
Wednesdays, Bloom (Bible Study) and Sprouts (PreK) - 8:45 AM  

 

 Wednesday Evening Breakaway Nights – March 6th and 20th - Dinner 5:00 - 6:30 
GEMS, Cadets,  Detonate, 6:30 PM 

Thrive (Seamless Bible Study) at 6:15 at the Generations Center 
 

Detonate Meeting Nights - March 6th, 13th, 20th. 
 

Friendship Club, March 8th and 22nd,  Noon - 2:00 PM 
 

Cadets Pinewood Derby - March 8th, 6:00 PM 
GEMS Favorite Gal Night, March 20th, 6:30 PM 

 

March 9th, Food Pantry - 9:00 AM - Noon 
 

Sunday, March 10 - Baptism Sunday 
Sunday, March 17th - Communion Sunday 

 

Wood Splitting Ministry—March 23rd (4th Saturday each month) 
Friday, March 29th - Office Closed  

Phil’s Friends every Tuesday 10 to 4 
 

Coming in April 
Ultimate Date Night - Saturday, April 6th 

Baptism Sunday, April 7th 
Profession of Faith Sunday, April 14th  
Good Friday Service, Friday, April 19th  

Easter Eggs-Stravaganza, Saturday, April 20th  
Easter Sunday, April 21st 

 
 

 


