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February 2019 

 

Exploring God 

We have begun our sermon series and small group discussions around 

the topic of Exploring God. So far we have reflected on the questions       

“ Does Life Have a Purpose” and “Is there a God?”  

I am currently working on the question “ Why Does God Allow Pain and 

Suffering?” Do all you can to make an effort to hear this message that will 

be given on February 3. If you are unable to attend worship that day stop 

by the church and grab the DVD at the information center. Lord willing, 

we hope to hear a powerful testimony from Jason and Joni VanderWoude 

on that topic on that day as well.  

And hats off to Jeremy and Kayla Ridder who have a number of 

neighborhood individuals who are attending the small group in their 

home. Keep sharing your stories! 

Grace and Peace 

 

Pastor Jim 

 

PS - plan on staying for lunch February 3rd to Welcome Mark and Alicia Janowski! 
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The Women of Community Church and our neighbors have been engaging with God’s 
Word and one another! 

 
Coffee Break meets at 9:15 am in the Community Cafe  on Mondays and 
has completed our study on Forgiveness.  We will begin the study of Ruth 
on February 4.  About 25 women are enrolled and regularly attend.  This 
welcoming group of ladies would love to have you join them! Contact Jean 
Bultema for more information. 

 
THRIVE meets at the Generations Center on Break-Away Wednesdays @ 
6:15pm.  About 10 ladies have been getting to know each other and are  
working through our Seamless study.  We are amazed at the way the 
Bible’s story is “SEAMLESSLY” woven together through this 7 lesson tour 
of the entire scripture.   It has been great to package meals, learn about 
media and just enjoy cozy fellowship together.  We invite all GEMS & 

Cadet moms and any women who would like to check this group out!  Contact Bonnie 
Schurman.     
 

BLOOM will begin our 3rd book February 13.  We meet on Wednesdays @ 
8:45 in the Community Cafe .   Our book will take us from 1 Samuel 
through 1 Kings.  Learn how the Israelites moved from the Judges to living 
under the rule of their first Kings.   Our Sprouts preschool group also has 
lessons and activities from the Bible.  We hope to host another Wonder 
Wednesday in March so stay tuned for details!  Over 45 ladies are enrolled 
with many attending regularly!  Come visit us and preview our new book!  

Remember, nursery is provided!  Contact Marjie den Dulk for more info! 
Two BLOOM groups totaling another 14 women also meet in the evening.  Contact 
Marjie den Dulk or Jo Vanderzee if you would like to join us! 
   
If you have been doing the math, this means about 95 women are currently engaged in 
our Women’s Ministry.  We are so excited about what this means for our spiritual 
maturity at Community Church and the ways we can reach more women in our area for 
Jesus!  Please let us know if you have any questions or would like to get involved!     
 

Marjie denDulk 
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Women’s Retreat February 16, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 
Order tickets online at 

www.communitychurchroselawn/womensretreat  

or call the church office at 345-3388.   

Tickets are $40.00 
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GEMS News 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 
 
Here we are with the first month of the year already behind us, and the second month of the year upon 
us.  What did the first month of 2019 bring to you, how did it begin & how did it end? Did it leave you 
wondering how will you even get through another entire year or did it leave you with excited anticipation of 
what 2019 will bring? Or maybe you’ve got a whole mix of feelings stirring around?  My most favorite verse 
in the Bible is the one I shared above, Jeremiah 29:11. It gives great comfort in knowing that we have a God 
who loves us so much that he has a great and perfect plan for each of us.  Will you trust him in the New 
Year, knowing that his plan is perfect?   
 
Let’s rewind a bit...ok here we are 
 
November 2018 
On Wednesday the 28th  
was the Treasured Friend Christmas Tea.  The room was filled with excitement as the Treasured Friends 
got to meet each other for the first time.  There was a table filled with yummy treats to snack on, delicious 
hot cocoa to warm up with & a craft that each person got to do and take home. It was a blessed evening 
indeed! A BIG shout out goes to Jennifer Hendon for being the one who keeps the ball rolling with 
Treasured Friends. Thank You Jennifer for all you do with the program!!! 
 
December 2018 
Wednesday the 5th  
the CCRC Gems Counselors got together for a time of Fun, Food & Fellowship, celebrating the Christmas 
season. It’s always so good to get together as a group of ladies for a fun night! 
 
Wednesday the 12th  
we celebrated the Christmas season with our Gems girls.  We played fun games & even had a yummy Hot 
Cocoa bar.  A good time was had by all!!! 
 
Ok, back to the current year 2019 
Looking ahead... 
-March 6th  
Favorite Gal night 
-April 17 
Point Store 
The rest of the time the counselors and girls will be busy workers in their classrooms completing badges, 
learning about God through bible lessons, and being creative with crafts.  
Wait what??? 
Looks like we have only 6 meetings left till Gems is done for the summer!  
 
We love because he first loved us. John 4:19 
Happy Valentines Day 
 
Be Blessed  
Donja Ver Steeg 
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Joe’s Journey 
 
Joe is currently without his laptop and has very limited internet 
access.  He sent this update earlier this month before going “off grid”.   
 

January 4, 2019 

Greetings from India!  

I hope the new year is getting off to a good start for everyone. May God bless 
you in 2019!  

I just wanted to share that my plans for outreach have changed slightly. I will go to Roorkee (a city near 
Haridwar) first, and then Nepal in February. Tomorrow (Saturday) is the commissioning service. On Sunday, 
the two other teams leave, and my team will work in Dehradun with the Mercy Ministry a few days. We will 
leave on January 12 for Roorkee, and then in February we will go to Kathmandu, then northern Nepal.  

I will also have very limited internet access, if any, for the rest of January and probably all of February. I plan 
to leave my laptop in Dehradun. I will send two newsletters upon my return during the first week of March.  

Please pray for us as we make final preparations to go, for sufficient funds, and for God to prepare the way 
for us. Praise God for this opportunity we can all share and what He is doing in India and Nepal!   

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring 
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, "Your God reigns!" But you will not leave in haste or 
go in flight; for the Lord will go before you, the God of Israel will be your rear guard.  

--Isaiah 52:7 and 12 

Wednesday Joe borrowed a friend’s phone and  e-mailed this quick update: 

     Greetings from India! The year is getting off to a good start. We finished the lecture phase the first week 
of the year, then started outreach. My group did mercy ministry in the Dehradun slums the first week, 
working with the children, singing songs and telling Bible stories. We then went to the city of Roorkee, in 
southern Uttarakhand. We lived with a local pastor’s family. We did a skit called “Sin Chair” and also a dance 
representing good triumphing over evil during the Sunday services. During the week, we visited the homes of 
local believers in the congregation in the city and surrounding villages for prayer, encouragement, and a 
meal.  

     I ate so much. I realized what they were saying was, “We love you.” That meant so much. Brothers and 
sisters fed our team delicacies too like paneer, chicken, and fish, in addition to the staple rice and dal. 
Roorkee is a Muslim and Hindu stronghold, but the Lord asked me the rhetorical question, “Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14). Jeremiah answers it in Jeremiah 32:17. The Lord is speaking to me so 
much. He used Ephesians 2:19 and Philemon 16 to impress to me I belong in India too because we are all 
part of the same body, or reminding me that it is O.K. to just ask (Genesis 24:54-58). I also learned much 
from reading The Book That Transforms Nations and Daring to Live on the Edge.  

     As I write this email, we are in Katima, near the Nepal border, staying with Aasma’s family a couple days 
to do ministry here. Praise God for His faithfulness during this first half of outreach! The other two teams are 
doing well. One team is about to go to Rajasthan, and the other is going to Dharamsala. If my visa comes 
through as planned, we will be in Nepal on Saturday and Kathmandu on Sunday. The weather is cold at 
night, in the high 30s or low 40s, but quite pleasant during the day, except for three days of rain in Roorkee. I 
would like to hear from you, but internet will be very limited in Nepal. I am typing this email on my friend’s 
phone.  My e-mail address is below.  I love and miss you all. God bless you!  
 

In Christ, Joe  

josephzandstra@gmail.com     
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Schering Family News 

 

Community Friends, 

In Wewak here Eric and I have cleaned months’ of dust off 
the tops of fans, coaxed cobwebs from corners of 9’-high 
ceilings (that’s the work of our 6’7” brother-in-law Douglas, 
the ceilings that is), wiped out debris from cupboards and 
reorganized old stuff with new stuff.  We have intentionally 
met with old friends and “accidentally” bumped into them in 
fruitful connections, and we are deep into more writing and 
editing.  The jet lag this time was minimal for both of us.  So 
thank you for your prayers.  We covet your continued 
prayers for the favor of the Lord to be on us: 

• Praise our God for the continued open door into Religious Education in the public schools and 
good connections with government officials in Pt Moresby as we went through.  

• Eric met his friend Pastor G unexpectedly in the only mall in PNG, traded phone numbers, and 
eventually set him up with many cartons of PIM books for their full-time RE pastor at their church 
who has connections to eight Pt Moresby high schools.  He was thrilled to get the books. 

• Praise God for extra gifts given for RE materials, and pray for effective distribution.  The Lord has 
blessed us with sovereignly designed meetings with new people who have connections to remote 
schools with Christian teachers with few or zero books.  Pray the Lord keep leading and guiding to 
ones who are hungry to learn and grow in Christ. 

Monday, 4 February, Eric and I have plans (readjusted a couple times now) to fly to Ambunti for the 
Teachers’ In-service and then send them on their way to their teaching assignments for this 
year.  Pray for the Lord’s favor to impart his love to them in every way we can, so they will be 
encouraged to take up the challenge again this year.  

Please pray especially for Genesis A, one of our PIM teachers, who is here in Wewak settling his 
daughter into secondary school.  He just got word this morning (Jan 30) that fellow villagers burned 
down his house last night because of a land dispute 
between clan members.  He will need forgiveness 
and wisdom and miracle provision and strength to 
get himself together enough to teach this year.   

Thank you for your prayers!! 

Eric & Penny                                    

           Neal and Jenna
          and their little Demi 

     whom they adopted 
     in Sept 2018 
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Czech-ing in with the Wunderinks 

Hello from Prague! 
 

We hope you all had wonderful holidays this year. If you didn't hear 
(because we had to keep it a secret for a long time.), we were back in 
the States this Christmas as a surprise for family. We didn't get a chance 
to see everyone, but enjoyed the time spent with family and are looking 
forward to Calvin's parents coming during our winter break in February. 
 

We would love to share the story of one of the 12th grade students and 
ask that you join us in prayer for her. (We can't give any names due to 
the GDPR laws now effect in the EU.) Neither of us have her in class but 
know her in the hallways and from other teachers. She has only been coming to CISP this year, but is 
starting to learn about Christianity and is somewhat curious about it. She realized this year that Ježíšek who 
is the Czech gift-giver at Christmas (like Santa Claus) actually comes from Jesus who is in the Bible and 
whose birth we celebrate at Christmas. And for a paper she had to write, she decided she didn't know 
enough about the subject, and so read through the Gospel of John. We are praying for her and that even if 
she graduates without having yet accepted Christ, that God would put more Christians into her life. We ask 
for prayers of her teachers to know what to ask or answer. And we would like you to pray for her as she is 
on this search for who God is. 
 

We have been getting back in the swing of school since Christmas break. Our big piece of news is that we 
have started a swing dance club for the secondary students on Mondays. We hope this will be a great time 
to get to know some students outside of an academic setting, as well as have some fun dancing. We have 
the odd problem of having more guys than gals at the moment, which is rare but presents a good challenge. 
 

Calvin has started again mentoring his 11th grade student, and has taken on the 9th grade homeroom 
which he really enjoys. Jessica has been continuing in her Czech classes, which are sometimes very tough. 
(There are 6 different ways to say 'who?' in Czech!) 
 

Both of us have been doing a lot of substitute teaching as we've had many teachers, and students, out sick. 
It's cold and flu season now, and we would love for you to be praying for the general health of everyone at 
school. Especially our elementary school teachers who work with young students who may not always 
remember to wash hands and cover noses. 
 

Our other big news item is that our church here is moving locations. 
We have outgrown our space that we currently meet at, and will be 
moving to a community center in a slightly different area of the city 
this summer. We hope that this space will better fill the needs of our 
children's program as well as allow us to grow. It is a little sad to 
leave our church's first space, but we are also very excited for this 
step in our church's life. 

 

Photo: 6th graders being formally welcomed as 
secondary students at our winter banquet by the 
11th and 12th grade boys. 
 

Photo: Some of Jessica’s 6th and 7th grade  
girls having some fun at our photobooth. 
 
Calvin and I had a lot of fun when we were asked to be the 
DJs and MCs at the winter banquet. The junior and seniors 
formally introduced the 6th grade class to being secondary 
students and all had a fun time of food and dancing.  
 

Thank you for all of your love, prayers and support! 
                                  Calvin and Jessica 
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Beckrich Family News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Start to the Spring Semester 
 

I hope you are staying warm and having a great start to the new year. Jenn, Cora and I are excited 
for May when we, Lord willing, will get to meet our baby boy! Thank you for praying for our family, 
your encouragement and support. We could not do what we do at University of Southern Indiana 
without you! 

 

From December 28th to January 1st, 75 students from 
the University of Southern Indiana went to Indianapolis 
to attend our annual New Years Conference. 5 of these 
students put their faith in Christ at the conference! This 
conference was also an amazing time of fellowship and 
worship for the believers involved in our ministry. 

 

Here are a few of 
the men I disciple on campus (you may see a few familiar 
faces) as well as 3 men (Alvin, Joel, and Danny) who have put 
their faith in Christ this year. Pray that they would be rooted in 
good soil and would walk with 
Jesus for a life time! 

 

Our first week back on campus 
this semester, we hosted a dodgeball tournament. This tournament 
was an opportunity for the men and women involved with our ministry 
to reconnect with their lost friends from the fall semester. We had 
over 1200 students in attendance (and my team won), please pray 
that through these relationships many students would come to know 
the Lord! 

 

Kyle, Jenn and Cora 



 

Lloyd & Annah Ng’ambi News 

 

This year our youth ministry will mainly focus on moral transformation among our young people in Zambia: How 
can young people keep their lives pure in this evil world? (Psalms 119: 9-11) Youth Bible Studies is the answer. 

Today I attended Youth Bible Studies at Chilenje CCAP Church. Here Lute Ng'ambi is leading the Youth Bible. It 
is exciting to see young people apply the word of God in a very practical way. If you want to contribute something 
just indicate to the Bible Study leader by raising your right hand. There is schedule for each youth to lead a Bible 
Study. Today Lute Ng'ambi was the Bible Study leader.  

Army worms have attacked my corn and I will fight until they are defeated. I have declared war on army worms in 
2019.  Farming is a serious business with a lot of risks but only cowards will give up. I am committed to prevent 
army worms from destroying my maize and I will not rest until I clear all of them. Pray with me so that God will 
provide enough funds to buy effective drug to kill this pest (army worms). The drug I am using is not very 
effective on army worms.  

This month our family weeded and applied      
D Compound fertilizer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your 
prayers and support! 

Lloyd and Annah 
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https://www.facebook.com/lute.ngambi?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARAf6EAPOYrY_a93O-imPWLTkNoMsrXpAigH5ZwxapivLEL8sILtG3VcYUiRwmItVIU_xQBKhkhwzoPv
https://www.facebook.com/lute.ngambi?__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARCKL2QZ8WIyq9744LlSWlZewa8lzLimb0AA5_Puk7FEUltqoSgACxDGAequr_fwKZDYjBTFh_Sp7kEK


 

February Anniversaries 
 
Don & Annette Scholte  February 1 
John & Shirley Popyk   February 8 
Wayne & Norma VanDrunen  February 8 
Jim & Tawnya Roodzant  February 12 
Al & Judi Womac   February 13 
Rick & Debbie Klemoff  February 14 
Bruce & Toni Molden   February 14 
Jack & Irene Pfau   February 14 
Ray & Lori Thomas   February 14 
John & Yvonne Wunderink  February 14 
Hank & Karen Zeldenrust  February 14 
Mike & Jamie Lock   February 17 
Marvin & Laurie VanSchouwen February 20 
Dale & Johanna Molenaar  February 23 
Ray & Kathy VanDyk   February 23 
Tom & Kathy Mayton   February 24 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Birthdays 

 
John Earnshaw   February 1 
Tom Mayton    February 1 
Tia Eriks    February 2 
Sarah Johnson   February 2 
Donna Occhipinti   February 3 
Sabrina Brown-Kulik   February 4 
Seth Kuiper    February 4 
Pam Purkey    February 4 
Sheri Bykerk    February 5 
Josh Smith    February 5 
Norma VanDrunen   February 5 
Jen Nelms    February 6 
Craig Kozak    February 7 
James Lock    February 7 
Kevin Porte    February 7 
Corra Brinks    February 8 
Baylee Klawitter   February 8 
Samantha Lakin   February 8 
Carolyn Goin    February 9 
Shirley Popyk    February 9 
Auburn Green    February 10 
Lisa Kozak    February 10 

Alexis Miller    February 11 
Bob Miller    February 11 
Grace Stine    February 11 
Linda Bixenman   February 12 
Wyatt Kuiper    February 13 
Brad Allen    February 14 
Alida Broersma   February 14 
Connie Coffer    February 14 
Hayden DeYoung   February 14 
Barry Foster    February 14 
Shannon Bakker   February 15 
Nathan Bennett   February 15 
Jim Busscher    February 15 
Annette Scholte   February 15 
David Stine    February 15 
Peyton Lagestee   February 16 
Ron Musch    February 16 
Matthew VanBaren   February 16 
Marv Pals    February 17 
Cora Beckrich    February 18 
Don Ryken    February 18 
Linda Foster    February 19 
Pat Kooy    February 19 
Kyle Vanderzee   February 19 
Jay Bratz    February 21 
Colin Quigg    February 21 
Crystal Allen    February 22 
Sierra Kuiper    February 22 
Owen Lagestee   February 22 
Maggie Lucas    February 22 
Michael Thomas   February 22 
Yvonne Wunderink   February 22 
Liz Kusbel    February 24 
Lisa Brinks    February 25 
Bryan Sipkema   February 25 
Avery Veld    February 25 
Liz Dorn    February 26 
Micah Fieldhouse   February 26 
Bill Walstra    February 27 
Ken Bein    February 28 
Andy Eriks    February 28 
Gage Garton    February 28 
Jim Nelms    February 28 
Rob Schurman   February 29 
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10498 N. 450 E,  

Demotte, IN 46310 

Phone: (219) 345-3388 

Fax: (219) 345-3394 

New Church website:   

communitychurchroselawn.com 
 

Newsletter Email: proodz@netnitco.net 

Editor - Patty Roodzant 

Th e  M o n t h l y  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C o m mu n i t y  

C h r i s t i a n  R e f o rme d  C h u r c h  

Lives Transformed by Christ 
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February Calendar 
 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Kids church for ages 3 years to 2nd grade during 9:30 service  

Sunday School Hour begins after worship from 10:45 - 11:30 for all ages 
No Evening Café Conversations 

 
 Women’s Bible Studies 

Mondays, Coffee Break Bible Study on Forgiveness - 9:15 AM 

Tuesdays, Bloom Bible Study at Jo Vanderzee’s - 7:00 PM 
Wednesdays, Bloom (Bible Study) and Sprouts (PreK) - 8:45 AM  

 
February 2nd, Connections 1 Class - 9:00 AM 

 

February 3rd - Welcome Mark and Alicia Janowski! Lunch immediately following the service.  
No Sunday School Hour 

 
February 10th - Profession of Faith Sunday.  February 17th - Communion Sunday. 

 

February 16th - Women’s Retreat. Doors open at 8:30 AM 
 

 Wednesday Evening Breakaway Nights – February 6th and 20th - Dinner 5:00 - 6:30 
GEMS, Cadets,  Detonate, 6:30 PM 

Thrive (Seamless Bible Study) at 6:15 at the Generations Center 
Explore God Discussion Group - Weekly at 6:30 until March 3rd   

 

“Explore God” Small Groups continue all month, until March 3rd. Groups meet every day of the week  
except Tuesday. Call the office for more information and to sign up! 

 
Detonate Meeting Nights - February 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th 

 

Friendship Club, February 8th and 22nd,  Noon -  2:00 PM 
 

February 9th, Food Pantry - 9:00 AM - Noon 
 

Wood Splitting Ministry—February 23rd (4th Saturday each month) 
 

Phil’s Friends every Tuesday 10 to 4 
 
 

 


