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A PATTERN FOR DAILY PRAYER  
 
Morning Prayer (25 minutes)  
 
APPROACHING GOD Ask him for his presence and help as you read and pray.  
 

Choose from one of these scriptural invocations: Psalm 16:8; 27:4, 9–10;  
40:16–19; 63:1–3; 84:5–7; 103:1–2; 139:7–10; Isaiah57:15; Matthew 1:28–30; 
John 4:23; Ephesians 1:17–19; 3:16–20.  

 
BIBLE READING AND MEDITATION (Keep in mind that no one can do all of the 
following in any one session of meditation and prayer.) To study the passage: 
 

1. Read it three or four times.  

2. Then make a list of everything it says about God (Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit);  

3. list anything that it tells you about yourself; and  

4. finally, list any examples to be followed, commands to be obeyed (or things 
that need to be avoided), and promises to claim.  

 

When this is all done, choose the verse and truth that is most striking and helpful to you. 
Paraphrase the thought or verse in your own words.  
To meditate on the passage: Write down answers to the following questions:  
 

• What does this text show me about God for which I should praise or thank 
him?  

• What does the text show me about my sin that I should confess and repent 
of? What false attitudes, behavior, emotions, or idols come alive in me 
whenever I forget this truth?  

• What does the text show me about a need that I have?  

• What do I need to do or become in light of this?  

• How shall I petition God for it?  

• How is Jesus Christ or the grace that I have in him crucial to helping me 
overcome the sin I have confessed or to answering the need I have?  

• Finally: How would this change my life if I took it seriously - if this truth were 
fully alive and effective in my inward being? Also, why might God be showing 
this to me now? What is going on in my life that he would be bringing this to 
my attention today?  

 
PRAYER Pray each of the meditations— adoration, confession, petition, and 
thanksgiving for Jesus and his salvation.  
 

• Pray for your needs and pressing concerns.  

• Take a final moment just to enjoy him and his presence. 

 

Timothy Keller,  Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God , 
November 4, 2014 
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GEMS News 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; his love endures forever. Psalm 107:1  
We do serve a faithful God, a God that is good all the time.  Many of us have gone through a loss of some sort, or 
have had to ride out the storms of life, throughout the year. Yet, in all of that we are told to   
In all things give thanks  - 1 Thessalonians 5:18  
So, what are you thankful for?  
(Find my answer below) 
 
Service Project: Operation Christmas Child  
Have you been spotting the different places we’ve been posting info about this project? We hope you’ve been seeing 
our signs and bulletin posts, because we are super excited to be involved with this service project. 
 
In just a few weeks, on Wednesday November 14th we here at Gems will be packing the boxes to get ready for 
shipping. We are still asking for donations to put in the boxes or monetary donations to help with the shipping costs, 
are all appreciated. 
 
Here’s a list: 
What can be included in a box 
-Wow item: doll, stuffed animal, etc. 
-Personal Care: comb, toothbrush, etc. 
-Clothing & Accessories: socks, underwear etc. 
-Crafts & Activities:  pencils, crayons, etc. 
-Toys:  foam ball, finger puppets, etc. 
-A personal note:  something encouraging  
What can NOT be included  
Candy, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items, anything war related, chocolate/food, seeds, fruit rolls/fruit 
snacks, any type of drink mix, liquids, lotions, medication, vitamins, breakable items, glass containers & aerosol 
cans.  
For a full list of yes/no items or any questions on items, please refer to the Operation Christmas Child’s website or 
ask Lindsay Navarro (one of our head counselors). 
Lastly, we ask for your prayer support also, we all know how big prayer is.  
 
-Happy Thanksgiving- 
 
Be Blessed  
Donja Ver Steeg 
 
P.S: What am I thankful for?  

•         Blessings 
           Yes, that covers a multitude of things & I’m 
 grateful. 
•         Life’s tough storms, God has always been my 

 Captain and he sailed those seas right along 
 with me.   

 It wasn’t easy, but I’m thankful still. 
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Joe’s Journey  
 

Greetings from India! 
 

 Subko jai Masihki (Victory in Christ)! This is the greeting between Christians here. The last 
three weeks have gone by extremely fast. I am here with 17 other students and several staff 
members. As I previously mentioned, there is one Nepali woman on the staff who is from Nepal. 
The rest are Indian, from all over the country. I feel like I am fitting right in here. 
 The schedule is not very busy. The staff intentionally put in free times. My daily routine is to 
wake up at about 6:30 AM, followed by quiet time. Breakfast is around 8, followed by chores such 
as cleaning and preparing lunch. We sing worship songs from 9:30 to 10:30 (we worship with the 
full-time YWAM team, who come from various countries, on Wednesday mornings), followed by a 
chai break, and then class from 10:45 to 1, when we eat lunch, followed by dinner preparation and 
free time until 4, with another chai break, and class from 4:30 to 7, when we break for supper. 8:30 
to 9:30 is dorm prayer and intercession, followed by more free time and lights out at 10:30. The first 
Sunday I went to my friend Shobit's house church. The last two Sundays I have gone to a larger 
church on the campus of a local Bible college. I am still in the process of plugging into a local 
fellowship. 
 I really like how there are so many musicians here, including myself, and how we emphasize 
encouragement and touching each other. We hug each other a lot here. We are very intentional 
about hearing the voice of God and following His leading. As part of our discipleship, we have one-
on-one every week. We also write journals about how God spoke to us, what we learned, and good 
and bad things that happened. We are reading the book Is That Really You, God?, the 
autobiography of Loren Cunningham, who is the founder of YWAM. We have to write a book report 
about how God spoke to us and what we learned through reading this book. 
 The first week was introductions. We took turns sharing our testimonies. I mentioned how the 
story in Luke 5:1-11 was very meaningful to me, and how I identified with Peter when he said, 
“Away from me Lord! I am a sinful man,” and Jesus' response, “From now on you will fish for 
people.” Lun, the leader Lala's wife, told me that before we came, they received a word from God 
for each of the students. The word they received for me? “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 
send you out to fish for people,” from Matthew 4:19! 
I have noticed several other confirmations these three weeks too. 
 From the 17th to 19th, we attended a local conference of YWAM workers in northern India. I 
learned so much, including practicing how to get out of the way of the Holy Spirit when He is 
ministering to people. We would stand in groups of three or four, praying for someone, just relaxing 
and waiting for the Holy Spirit. I saw people scream in tongues, or faint, or start shrieking. This is 
not something I am used to! One of my friends explained this is a common occurrence here. I also 
got a word from the Holy Spirit. I cried so hard because Jesus said to me, “Let me serve you. Let 
me heal you.” I realized His entire life, His death, and His resurrection were all to serve us. When I 
let Jesus work in my life, then I am submitting to Him as Lord. 
 I included a group picture of us. I also included a picture with Vishal, a teenager from Delhi. 
Vishal only speaks Hindi, so we have trouble communicating, but I really feel a special connection 
with him. Sometimes we just hug each other. From what others have told me, he is a mature 
believer who has visions and dreams of Jesus. I am also reconnecting with my brother Shobit. I 
enjoy our conversations and encouraging each other. The original plan was for 20 students, but one 
woman from Nepal could not enter India, and another man, Zavhilie from the Nagaland, could not 
continue with us but instead had to enter a local rehabilitation house for recovering drug addicts. 
 We had a traditional Indian party for my birthday on the 11th. My four roommates woke me 
up at midnight, singing “Happy Birthday.” I was completely surprised. Then the girls came in from 
down the hall. I included the picture of Deepti, the Nepali staff member, shoving some cake into my 
mouth, followed by her smearing cake all over my face! My friends then proceeded to say so many 
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encouraging things to me, and then they prayed over me. It was a very meaningful time. I am 
learning so much, and can not wait to see what else the Lord has in store for us here. God bless 
you all! 
 

Please pray: 
for God to prepare the people in Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh to receive the gospel, for the 
students and staff as we seek God's guidance in our lives, for Zavhilie during this time of 
recovery, for Shobit during this time of studying hotel management at his college.  
Praise God for His goodness and faithfulness! 
 
Love, 
Joseph 
 
PS - I hope you enjoy the pictures! They are of my 
group, Shobit, me cooking some loki while my 
friend Cheimila cooks dal, me and Vishal, and me 
and Deepti! 
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Schering Family News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Community Friends and Family, 

• Eric and I are thanking the Lord that he finished his book on Judges for the Religious Education open         
 doors in Papua New Guinea.  He sent it off to the publisher in PNG who received it and plans to have it 
 printed in 2019.  Thank you for praying.  

• Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into this harvest field of Religious Education in all the 
 schools in PNG.  We keep thanking the Lord for Pastor Terence continuing on at Maprik High School. 

• Pray for students to be impacted by the Word of God in Eric’s books, that they clearly see Jesus Christ, 
 yield to him and impact their nation by bringing his kingdom. 

• We thank the Lord for Rueben, our PIM manager, fielding complaints, setting vision, believing for 
 resources, being the shepherd leader in his family.  Please pray for him as Eric & Doug are in the 
 States.  Rueben makes this his repeated refrain: “For we walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7). 

 

We appreciate your prayers! 

 

Eric and Penny Schering 
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Czech-ing in with the Wunderinks 
 

Relationship Building 
It is great to start the school year already knowing a lot of the 
students. We get to connect and have a good relationship 
foundation from last year to build on! 
 

Both of us are also roundtable leaders this year. This is our after-
chapel small group. Jessica gets to start with the 7th grade girls and 
Calvin will have some of the same students from last year with the 
9th grade boys. He has already had some great conversations over 
secondary retreat with students in his group, so we ask that you 
continue to pray for wisdom, and that the students would be brave 
in asking questions that may make them seem different to their peers. Calvin is also mentoring one of our 
student servant leaders. This will be a great opportunity to engage one-on-one with a student working on faith 
and leadership.  
 

One of our school topics this year is being willing to question what you believe. While students in Christian 
schools in the United States are mostly Christian, many of our students are not due to the nature of the school 
being in an international community. Our goal is to help students answer questions about what they believe. 
For our Christian students, this looks like being able to take their parent's faith and make it their own and 
understand it. To be ready and able to answer questions people may ask of them later in life. For our non-
Christian students, we are trying to provide them a place that they can ask questions about Christianity and 
Jesus. So that they can find good solid answers. We want them to know that questions are ok and part of 
faith. We would rather have them ask, than assume what they hear in the world, or give up searching. 
 

In this we ask that you pray for wisdom for all of the teachers engaging students in these kinds of discussions. 
As well as for students being willing to share with others about Christ and  that the conversations would be 
kind, open, and fruitful.  

 

 

Praises and Prayer Requests 

• Praise that we have received our two-year visas! 

• For Calvin as he mentors one of our student leaders. 
That we might better know our roundtable (small group) students and help answer questions about their faith.  
 

Our school's Connect Conference is in April. If you want to know more about Christian education and our 
school's mission or to just get a sense of CISP, we'd love to see you there. Please ask if you have questions!  

Calvin and Jessica 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secondary retreat was a great 
time to get to know students in 
a non-school context.  

We spent a lot of time playing cards 

with students on secondary retreat. 

Dutch Blitz was a huge favorite; as 

was a card game called Bang!  
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Beckrich Family News 

 

Fall Conference - St. Louis 

  

This past weekend 230 college students from USI, IUPUI, & Purdue 
University travelled to St. Louis to attend our Fall Conference. Many 
of these students went to investigate who God is and what it means 
to live for Him. Here are some highlights and stories from students 
this weekend:   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The picture on the right includes many of the men who came to Fall Conference from the University of 
Southern Indiana. Pictured are 2 of our other staff and 16 men that I disciple on campus. The other men 
pictured are students who have not yet trusted in Christ. 3 of these men: Kevin, Daniel and Moussa trusted in 
Christ this past weekend! Pray that God continues to multiply on our campus.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please be Praying for… 
 
• God to continue to work in the hearts of those who attended Fall              
      Conference and those who are investigating would trust in him.  
 

• New Year's Conference: Students would want to go to New Year's  
      Conference to grow spiritually or investigate more!   
 
Thank you for partnering with me to reach college students like 
Kevin, Moussa, and Daniel with the gospel!  

 

Kyle 



 

PRAYER FOR THE WORLD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for each country during the days listed (most information from Operation World 2011):  
 

1.  November 1-7 MONACO 84.78% (about 27,896 people) Christian. 
Praises: for the first time there is a small group of Monegasque evangelical believers. 
Challenges: Monaco is culturally Catholic, but the real culture is one of materialistic hedonism. Pray 

many will seek fullness in Christ instead of empty lifestyles; the expatriate community, 78.5% of 
the population; pray for culturally appropriate witness to the 160+ nationalities here in a context 
where evangelism is socially unacceptable; Christian radio; Prince Albert II. 

 

2. November 8-16 FALKLAND ISLANDS 65.20% (about 1,981 people) Christian. 
Praises: praise God for everything He is doing here. 
Challenges: pray for wise and fair agreements between Argentina, the Falkland Islanders, the UK, 

and reconciliation after the 1982 conflict; pray for a renewal of faith and believers in their witness 
to fellow Islanders, fishermen, oilmen, and tourists; pray for British forces, military chaplains, and 
the Oasis coffee shop ministry; Governor Nigel Phillips. 

 

3.  November 17-23 TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 65.69% (about 881,349 people) Christian. 
Praises: praise God for everything He is doing here. 
Challenges: pray righteous solutions may be found to the many social challenges here; pray the 

government will be fair to all ethnic groups and that the culture of corruption and bribery would 
be exposed and eliminated; pray for revival among the church here; pray for unity here instead 
of divisions in the church; young people and Christian ministries to students; the South Asian 
community; cross-cultural vision and missions sending; President Paula-Mae Weekes. 

 

4. November 24-30 FINLAND 83.75% (about 4,477,129 people) Christian. 
Praises: Finland's strong Christian tradition, missionary sending legacy, and peace. 
Challenges: secularism has a stranglehold on most Finns—pray for spiritual breakthrough; the 

Lutheran Church dealing with liberalism, more young leaders, independent and lay movements 
within the national Church framework; the Free Churches; immigrants, indigenous minorities, 
men's ministry; for the church to continue to grow; ministry to young people; PM Juha Sipila. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR  JAPAN, INDIA, CHINA, RUSSIA, SAUDI ARABIA, KOREA, ERITREA. 
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November Anniversaries 
 
Mike & Kelly Burchard  November 5 
Dave & Marena Bykerk  November 6 
Marv & Ruth Pals   November 10 
Tim & Kim Mount   November 11 
Joel & Dawn Kuiper   November 12 
Keith & Connie Coffer   November 14 
Randy & Cassie Bass   November 18 
Ron & Eva Gann   November 19 
AJ & Brooke VanKley   November 19 
Ben & Elise Fox   November 21 
Jerry & Joyce Oezer   November 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November Birthdays 

 
Addelyn Lakin   November 1 
Terry Matlock   November 1 
Dale Molenaar   November 1 
Teresa Kaminski   November 3 
Ava Koselke    November 3 
Dan Koselke    November 3 
Eric Kapteyn    November 5 
Barb Swanson   November 5 
Casey LeyShon   November 6 
Oliver LeyShon   November 7 
Laura Paulsen   November 7 
Cheryl Tiemens   November 7 
Haley Huizenga   November 9 
Dale VanBaren   November 9 
Evan Koselke   November 10 
Katelyn Vincent   November 10 
Rob Paulsen    November 11 
Pam VanSchouwen   November 11 
Janet Boonstra   November 12 
Daphne Dyniewski   November 12 
Chad Hill    November 12 
Mike Schurman   November 12 

 
 
 

Jeff Terpstra    November 13 
Logan Vincent   November 13 
John Pfau    November 14 
Sandy Pierce    November 14 
Brooklynn Anderson  November 15 
Rhett Laud    November 15 
Judy Earnshaw   November 15 
Irene Pfau    November 16 
Erin Veld    November 17 
Beth McCallister   November 18 
Greg Musch    November 18 
Sam Schurman   November 18 
Brandy Crane   November 18 
Debora Crane   November 19 
Gina VanBaren   November 19 
AJ VanKley    November 19 
Bryan Lagestee   November 20 
Shelly Ruffalo   November 20  
Jenna Uffelman   November 20 
Staci Laud    November 21 
Debbie Allen    November 22 
Britanny DeBoer   November 23 
Grant Musch    November 23 
Gabriel VanBaren   November 24 
Mick Dyniewski   November 25 
Hannah Eriks   November 25 
Dawn Peterson   November 25 
Tim Coffer    November 26 
Will Dyniewski   November 26 
Cole VanVlymen   November 26 
Dianne Reinsma   November 28 
Matthew Roodzant   November 28 
Kyle Veld    November 28 
Geanie Draganowski  November 30 
Margaret Pitts   November 30 
Adalynn Veld    November 30 
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Happy       

Anniversary!! 



 

10498 N. 450 E,  

Demotte, IN 46310 

Phone: (219) 345-3388 

Fax: (219) 345-3394 

New Church website:   

communitychurchroselawn.com 
 

Newsletter Email: proodz@netnitco.net 

Editor - Patty Roodzant 

Th e  M o n t h l y  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C o m mu n i t y  

C h r i s t i a n  R e f o rme d  C h u r c h  

Lives Transformed by Christ 

Page 11 Community Connection November 2018 

November Calendar 

 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Kids church for ages 3 years to 2nd grade during 9:30 service 

Community Kids and Education Hour begins after worship from 10:45 - 11:30 
Community Kids (pre-K to 5th), Junior High and High School, and adults  

  

Café Conversations - Sunday Evenings, 6:00 PM, November 11th and 18th  
 

Women’s Bible Studies 
Mondays, Coffee Break Bible Study on Forgiveness -  9:15 AM 

Tuesdays, Bloom Bible Study at Jo Vanderzee’s - 7:00 PM 
Wednesdays, Bloom (Bible Study) and Sprouts (PreK) - 8:45 AM  

 

Sunday, November 4th - Newcomer Lunch, 11:30 AM 
Daylight Savings time - Set your clocks Saturday night!  

 

November 6th - Go vote!  Election Day 
 

November 10th, Food Pantry, 9:00 AM - Noon 
November 10th - Wood Splitting at Hopkins Park, 7:00 AM - Noon 

 

Veterans Day - November 11th 
To all our veterans, Thank You for your service! 

 

Thanksgiving Service - Thursday, November 22nd, 9:30 AM 
 

November 29th - Connections Class, 6:30 PM 
 

November 14th and 28th - Breakaway Nights!  Dinner 5:00 - 6:30 
GEMS, Cadets, Detonate, 6:30 PM 

Thrive (Seamless Bible Study) at 6:15 at the Generations Center 
and a small group (Five Love Languages) at 6:30 at church 

 

Detonate Meeting Nights - November 7th, 14th, and 28th 

REACH November 28th - Breakaway Night with a REACH event 
 

Friendship Club - November 9th and 30th, noon to 1:30 PM 
 

Phil’s Friends every Tuesday 10 to 4  
 
 

 


